


them have their roots already in the New Testament — and by the second cen- 
tury we can recognize more or less clearly the whole direction of Christian anti- 
Judaism. It is not our task here to describe its disastrous consequences or the 
horrible suffering of Jews in Christian countries throughout the ages. May it be 
that these were in fact the unhappy consequence of an ephemeral historical con- 
stellation around the year 100 C.E.?

In order to deal with our subject, we must examine a number of other questions. 
Throughout human history, most new religions or religious communities have 
arisen from a previous religion or religious community, and a new faith often 
claimed that it was the fulfilment of the older faith and that it represented its true 
meaning. The fact that in such cases the former religious community, or the ma- 
jority of its members, did not recognize its own faith in this new interpretation, 
and that the old community did not disappear within the new one, was quite in- 
dependent of the truth of the old or the new faith. The claim of the latter and the 
reluctance of the former to accept this claim caused tensions and hatred. As far 
as I can see, Christian anti-Judaism is probably unparalleled in its vigour and 
consequences. The nature of these splits in the history of religion varies, and it is 
difficult to locate the exact moment when a given group ceases to be a sect and 
becomes a separate religious community or even a new religion. For example, it is 
difficult today to determine whether Gnosticism was a Christian or heretical sect, 
or a different religion, while Manichaeism is today rightly seen as a specific 
religion, different from Gnosticism. In modern times, we have the case of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter-Day Saints, founded by Joseph Smith, Jr., 
whose members believe the Bible and the Book of Mormon to be the word of God 
and to contain all that God has revealed to mankind. Mormonism surely has its 
own peculiar values, but is it essentially a Christian sect or a new religion 
originating in Christianity? I dare not answer this question, nor another, related, 
question: namely, whether Mormonism is more or less Christian than 
Christianity is Jewish. I hope to show why I think that Christianity is more a 
Jewish possibility than Mormonism is a Christian way. One thing does seem to 
me to be clear, in any event: that the example of Mormonism demonstrates that, 
even if the elucidation of the historical background and the coincidence of cir- 
cumstances may be useful for the understanding of the origin and development of 
a new religious concept, such research cannot explain the very essence of a new 
religious community, its impact, and the causes of its separation from the original 
community. These preliminary remarks are necessary, at least in order to explain 
the Jewish rabbinic view about the Church even in the early stages of 
Christianity. From the beginning, it was known both to Jews and to Christians 
that they believed in the same one God, and today both Jews and Christians are 
better able to appreciate the common Jewish values which Christianity 
inherited from her mother and which she developed in her own manner.
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