
constitute ourselves into a “prototypical community of communities”, there 
could be no more fitting contribution and tribute which we could offer on 
this 25th Anniversary of Israel Statehood.

4 . DR. ANDRE CHOURAQUI (summary)

Dr. Chouraqui, who spoke in French, greeted the participants on 
behalf of Jerusalem’s Mayor and Municipal Council, and expressed their ap- 
preciation for the interfaith work done by all the organisations sponsoring 
the Symposium.

Congratulating Prof. Talmon on his excellent key address, Dr. Chou־ 
raqui commented on two points mentioned there. The Christian-Jewish friend- 
ship was born and grew not in conferences after World War II but during 
the war itself, mainly out of co-operation and mutual work to help and save 
people in danger of extermination. He also mentioned the interfaith co- 
operation in Algeria during the war (Les Amities Monotheistes), when Chris- 
tians, Jews and Muslims co-operated in defence of the rights of the Arab 
population. When the Nazis tried to use inter-communal conflicts and to en- 
courage Arabs to attack Jews etc. the Arabs refused to do it. Their reaction 
was: we shall not eat of this bread. All the Committees contributed to help 
the Jews to defend themselves.

Referring to the contradictions between East and West which were 
mentioned by Father Elias Chacour, Dr. Chouraqui said that one of our 
aims should be to overcome these contradictions. He quoted Jacques Mari- 
tain, who once said, “Every man is Eastern in relation to somebody else”. 
Our purpose and duty is to create a society which will not know -  or re- 
cognise -  the difference between East and West.
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E V E N I N G  S E S S I O N

After the responses there was a supper in the YMCA, which took 
place in an animated atmosphere and gave a good opportunity for informal 
meeting and exchange between the attendants of the symposium.

The evening session was chaired by Dr. Israel Goldstein. He spoke 
of the special responsibilities of Jerusalemites to promote interfaith discussions 
because in Jerusalem the several religions are physically closer together and 
spiritually perhaps further apart than anywhere else in the world. In partic- 
ular, the Jews bear, in his view, a special responsibility because in Israel 
they are the majority. This is the only place in the world where this is so, 
and therefore Jews here bear a responsibility far above and beyond that 
borne in other lands where they are often a very small minority.

As regards this Symposium being tied to the 25 th Anniversary of 
the State of Israel, Dr. Goldstein felt it very proper to ensure that the in- 
terfaith dimension of Israel’s life should also serve as part of future celeb- 
rations of Israel’s independence, as this gives an added meaning to i t . With 
regard to long-range possibilities of involving Muslims in interfaith dialogue, 
Dr. Goldstein did not feel pessimistic. And as far as the local Arab com- 
munities are concerned it would be very important to organise visits to them 
along the lines of a visit to Father Chacour’s village (I’billin) made by the 
Israel Interfaith Committee some weeks previously. Also visits to kibbutzim 
with a view to understanding what new ways of thinking are developing 
there would be very recommendable and would fit very well into a larger 
programme of bringing the interfaith message to people who need it, includ- 
ing segments of the intellectual and spiritual leadership of tomorrow.

Although the interfaith movement in Israel is still in its “swaddling 
clothes”, Dr. Goldstein felt that even in its infancy it held great promise 
for the future and deserved to be better known abroad.

31


